
!lAnd those who passQd by derided him, wagging their heads , 
and saying , 1I •.I..ha" , Hark 15:29 

-
In every fBner~tion since the day of the cross the 

word~ of our text have expressed the attitudes of people 

toward the Chri~t . But for those deriding him , Jesus prayed 

I' :ather , forgiv,,", them for they know not what the:' doll. And 

he continues this supplication for those toda.;r who wag their 

heads piously about crosses coated with gold . 

As you know , thF setting for the scene of thi~ text 

is one with which we are famili ar. Jesus has been hung on 

the cross, and on the ground is people of ever y kind : his 

enemies , undecided people , di stant disciples , close f r iends , 
and loved one~ .• even his mother . There was a crowd there , 

and not all of them shedding tears . 

As he hunr there, below him there were those who con

tempt was undisguieed ••• and using a customary gesture . .• 

some of them wagged their heads and hi ssed IIAhall • '.ofhether 

they were hired by the pri ests or not , they came not to serve 

hirr. but to insult him ; not to bind his wounds but to pour 

salt into them . And they had reason to beli eve they were on 

the winning side , for in few minutes Jesus would be dead , 

and in a ff'w hours buried , and in a few days vlould be for

gotten•.• 50 scornfully they screamed ; l'Aha". 

1 . But there was a surpirse in store for both the foes 

and the friends of Jesus . But some time had to pass before 



, 
its na~ure wa~ r~vealpd . 

To bis t'riend~ the tiJTIe "'as the worst thF"- ha(! known . 

And Good F~iday looked good for evil and bad for goed . Jnly 

lat...r c'Juld the" look back and ~all it ~OI')C: . Khat haprpned 

on the =ro~s was he& t -hra8ving and hope- sha:terlnr, but 

what h~ppened after the cross put hope and c'Jurace back where 

it belonged - in Christ- filled h6arts . 

Hi~ eneJ:iee , tho, tho\.Wht they had won . ...'hat they thou~t 

... as the end ....'lS actually the beginning . At sunset they 'jJere 

victor~J and at ~u~ise ~hri5t arose . 

So a divine p~rpise awaited ooth friend and foe alike . 

It ca"lle 3 da~'s later . And isn ' t that often our experience 

in da:n!' of glo'J1Tl? When the clouds break from our glooJl\ Ilope 

springs anew and lire returns. 

2. Thourhtful ~hristlan5 cannot be smug because they 

know that while the Savior has come he has not been welcomed 

wholeheartedly . 

~.pn a frp-h chall~nge cones i~ our fai~h , how often 

do we rush off to EOrl'le remote Golgotha and hiss nA."'t~rt? Are 

we forgetting that toda." ' s preoccupation with 8elf, '!lay mean 

that we are di~carding a great destiny, the people we might 

have becom("i 

~od knows our full potential, and he de~ir~s our core

pl~tion . An~ he c?n,tantly strug~les with our pridE -ea~urated 

wille . God1s aee~ the heights to which he calls ~S . We are 



often contente~ wi tn whero and what we are . 

The~e are no pinnacles w~ich a ~rson can s ~nd ?n an 

~hout: !I I have rpached +he ~n 01 ~ reli£i::lus pil.,.ri:! ('I . 

For on +.he ':Ilane of each new !'aith- ac:lievement there c.,me~ 

into view som f!'eFh 'l pr~!T1i.sed land" of ...he 501.:.1 and perso , 

~rich SUMmons him to further seeking and growth . 

In every age , jod wins the victories thru people who keep 

seeing hig~er ~round, and w~o are wil11np to pay the price 

for jJurneying to it with faith . In ever'- age , ~od suffers 

pfe t 4r. pe~ple who pride th~selve~ on their ~.de~tal and 

their achieve~pn s . 

When the paS5f'r-.by at thf> cross sho~ted: "Save yourself tl ••• 

they declared th~ir lack o~ unders anding . I ma1e sen.e to 

them f'or 8. man to save himself , but it made no 5 nse that 

salv ticn COlTll;!S from g ving oneself awa:; !'~r others in whom 

'Jne sees the purpos"" of God waiting to be ful!'illed . '1 0 

reater lov~n J tne la·tng down of life for a friend •.• t~y 

could not nd s and that . All thel could noerstand was to 

prpoerve !elr - ~irst J last , and always . !~~ is a false 

4lo~op y with 4. .1ge f1l1o'oIing which numb rs '!m~n i t!! ac 

rents people who closely res~ble ourselv_s •. inl ed , too 

l,se!y reeemble for comfort . 

J. ne of he reasons why some or us scorn the crose 

openly 	or secr~tly - is its meaning is found in love , lo~tng 

3crifice ' ~e think th t to be servant of all , i~ spit of 

http:paS5f'r-.by
http:pil.,.ri


Jesus ' teachings about it , is not to be the gr8at~~t but the 

least among men . To lord it over others remains a very at

tractive thing . 

Yet , what if Jesus had felt that way? Then the only 

thing we might r~ad of him today would be a few words in the 

works of some author like Josephus telling us that 3 men 

were crucified . One of them made himself look silly - Jesus 

of Nazareth by claiming to be the Messiah ••• aod requesting 

that some~ne else carry his cross since it would be such a 

long h~rd walk . The story of Jesus does not read like that , 

and the way it does read makes the difference . 

Someone has said that a person is never honored by 

w~at he r eceives , honor is a reward for what a person giveE . 

Albert Schweitzer colTl!ltented : nOne thing I know: the only 

ones among you who will be really happy are those who will 

have sought and found how to serve!! . 

Let us not forget that God's heroes subordinate the~-

selves . The applause of Christian history is not for those 

who fa nut and save their own skins . 

It has been suggested that at a time when the Christian 

faith ought to be transforming people , people are trans

forming the faith; at a time when the faith ought to alter

ing the culture , the culture is leveling the faith to its 

plane . If that is true , it is no wonder that the wicked do 

not quickly forsake their ways and come rushing into the 



Christian fellowship: 

The uniqueness and the magnl tism of Christian example 

is often to~ weak for any~ne to follow . 

People are most often drawn to Christ by what they see 

in his followers. Grante~this seems to be unfair, becasue 

we are imperfect , strseotible t~ error . Still, that is the 

way it is . The w~rld will continue to look for Christ in 

Christians . Luther said that ~very Christian should be a 

Christ to his neighbo~ . Actually, is there a more logical 

plac. to find Christ than in the life of one of his follow 

ers? 

1) . It is important that we increase our Christian mag

netism. T~ things need to happen . Firs1 we must desire 

that our attractiveness as a Christian be intensified; and 

second , we must labor for its strengthening . 

Pr~ler and good works attract other~ to Christ . One 

good deed continues to be mighti er than a multitude of 

words , no matter how beautifully the words may be phrased . 

A magnet has this nature : Its full strength remains 

concealed until it is given something tQ do . You are all 

famili~r with a magnet ••• some hold notes on refrigerator 

doors , som~ are attached to the feet of little Scottish Ter

ri~r~ , some are vital to industry, etc . Left alone , however , 

• a magnet' invisible strength iE unemployed . It only becomes 

effective when it is given something to do .• •that is when its 



full attractiven~~s is displayed • 

•ulte ~1milarlY J a person ' s Christien nagnetlsm 1~ seen 

woen he is perforrr.inl(; the th1nr;;;s and the :iutie~ of ~o':L n' Of 

by being e!'\ployed b~' Jesus - in pr'aJ°er and in good works 

do~s a person discover how magnetic he can be in drRwin~ 

others to ,hrist. 

Yet , so many prerer to hold back , ~~d leave their liv s 

unus~d by :~i5t In the work of the Kin~dom . How sad it is 

th~t there hRS be~n such a loss of witness ~agnetism by 

peopl~ who , at one time or another in their lives , confessed 

raith in Christ and w re baptised in the o~,e of the Father 

the SJn an~ the ~oly Spirit . There is a far- too-prevalent 

attitude eXUding rrom the Christian church t~t a person 

~ryma to Christ not to serve but to be served; and not to 

save but +0 be ~aved from sacrifice . We end to have for -

gr.t+en t~t for the love of o~ in Jeous Christ we ~r~ to 

extend ourselvps a.q ::oedem?tive ~ervant!."' o 

Let lS pra.., that th~t tendecny not be the I;'ntj or the 

~att~r wit~ each ~f us •• 

We close with a poem by Georgia aarknee~, called the 

A ,.Y F 

I listen to the .agon:: of :ioc 

In countl~es throats that sing no song , 

In br~ken youth nurtured in wron~ J 


Tn chil r~~ starving for want of bread , 

In Jutcaste ar.ed who soon ~ be dead . 


::;: ~·\lrn I"r m tbe aeony of od 



7 F:-o- +,he -::hri"~ upon his eros!'; 

And ~ eye~ run over the ledger 

-or signs of profit or loss . 


Can it be th~t I , a Christi en, 
Am but a 'Jasserbr 


~ 'ii'ho flays , "Aha" before the cross 

-9Jr one about to die? 


Can it be that I, a eh~re~~ , 
Jlavl3 lost thf! power t') see 


HOft selfish, c)ld indifr~rence 


~eep5 Christ on Calvary: 



